
       

Mortehoe and Morte Point

   

A rugged coastal walk to Bull Point Light and round  
to the often wild Atlantic promontory of Morte Point      

 

Essential Facts 

  

Route distance: 10.0 km (6.3 miles)

   

Approximate time: 3 hours 30 mins 

 

Optional extension: 0.5 km 

  

Approx. total ascent: 450 metres 

  

Start point Grid Ref: SS 457 452 

 

GPS Ref: SS 45798 45231 

  

Recommended O.S. Map: Explorer 139 

  

Toughness Rating Somerset 3 

  

    Please see the notes on Toughness Ratings at the end of this report

        



 
THE ROUTE 

        

Waves Dashing 
Bennetts s Mouth          

  

Up From Pensport Rock             

  

The Headland 

You start this walk from Mortehoe village, at the northern end of 
Woolacombe Bay. There is usually plenty of parking in the village 
car park, except at the very height of the season!  

Leaving the car park, S, go straight down North Morte Road almost 
opposite, and follow it to the gate barring the way to unauthorised 
vehicles. Walkers can pass through.  

Follow the road for another 0.5 km or so beyond the gate to the left-
hand bend at A, marked National Trust - Bull Point . Here a small 
path leads off to the right, down a few steps towards Lee Bay. 
Follow this path downhill to a wooden footbridge over a stream, and 
turn right over this bridge. The path leads you up through 
meadowland to a stile and an information board, B. Now turn right 
down the track here, and a short while later take the footpath to your 
left signed Lee . Turn left at the narrow lane at the end of this path 
and follow this for about 0.5 km, until you see another National Trust 
sign at a stile on your left, this one is marked Damage Cliffs , at C.  

For the route extension, ignore Damage Cliffs and follow the road 
down to Lee Bay. This is a small and picturesque hamlet built 
around its rocky beach. From the bay take the signed footpath back 
up to Damage Cliffs, where you will re-join the footpath otherwise 
reached from the stile at C and following it to the top of the hill.  

Continue downhill from Damage Cliffs to the tiny cove where you 
can catch your breath for the steep ascent beyond. Now the South 
West Coastpath will reveal its true nature: you are about to shed all 
the height you have just gained 

 

only to have to climb the same 
again in a moment!   

The second cove, Bennetts Mouth at D, is also tiny, but very pretty. 
If you decide that all this hill-climbing is not for you, there is a 
footpath here which winds gently back up the valley to the Road at 
A. From here you can either return to the car park or continue along 
the road to Bull Point. This bypasses some (but unfortunately not 
all) of the steeper undulations of the coast path.  

If you have braved the steep path up from Bennetts Mouth, follow 
the footpath around the coast to Bull Point lighthouse and cross the 
road and regain the footpath up the few steps beyond E.  

The path will plunge and climb repeatedly for a further kilometre to 
Rockham Bay, and a little way beyond here at F, after another 
ascent, there is a footpath which returns to Mortehoe village, with 
several more paths between here and Morte Point.  If you wish to 
carry on to Morte Point, however, ignore all other paths and tracks 
and stick to the main path, which is either signposted or obvious all 
the way to Morte Point, G.  

At the point itself, adventurous souls wishing to take life into their 
own hands may enjoy a scramble up through the spectacular rocky 
outcrops rising like the plates of a stegosaurus along the backbone 
of the hill. They can then make their way along one of the numerous 
paths leading back to Mortehoe village. Those seeking a gentler 
stroll will follow the path round to Grunta at H, and then turn uphill to 
emerge onto the road just above the field gate. The car park, S, is 
just around the corner to the right from here.  

    



   
Refreshment 

 
The Ship Aground 
Public House 
Mortehoe 
Tel:/01271 870856  
Bar snacks and meals 

 
Chichester Arms 
Public House 
Mortehoe 
Tel: 01271 870411  
Bar snacks and meals 

 

The Smugglers Rest Inn 
Public House 
Mortehoe 
Tel: 01271 870891  
Bar snacks and meals 

  
Rockleigh House 
Restaurant 
Restaurant 
Mortehoe 
Tel: 01271 870704 
Meals 

 
Crescent Food 
Delicatessen and Cafe 
3 The Crescent, 
Mortehoe 
Tel: 01271 870688  
Home-made pasties 
and ice-cream, as well 
as coffee and cold 
drinks 

         

The Ship Aground  

LOCAL INFO  

 

Mortehoe is one of the few areas of coastal heathland in the South 
West and has been designated as a site of special scientific interest 
because of the rare species which flourish in this habitat.  This is 
encouraged by careful husbandry, as the information board will tell you 
at B.  It will also mention the standing stones in the field behind, and on 
the access land beyond, which are registered prehistoric monuments.  

Morte Point was a black spot for shipwrecks in the past, and there 
were few survivors when their ships bottomed out on the lethal 
Morte Stone which lurks beyond the point.  Nowadays it is better 
known as a is a popular spot for seal-spotting when the weather is 
calm.  Lee Bay, too, is a favourite place among locals for watching 
dolphins, and sometimes even swimming with them, during the long 
hot spells which occasionally bring them close to the North Devon 
coast.    

  

MORTE POINT 
G.P.S. WAYPOINTS 

 

WAYPOINT 
NAME 

 

MAP 
REF 

 

CO-ORDINATES ELEVATION: 
Metres 

MHO S S SS 45798 45231 103 
MHO A A SS 46629 46053 96 
MHO B B SS 47127 46149 88 

 

MHO C C SS 47679 46559 117 
MHO D D SS 46871 46710 0 
MHO E E SS 46254 46693 51 
MHO F F SS 45818 45919 39 

 

MHO G G SS 44325 45504 30 
MHO H H SS 45437 44917 46 

      




