Amberley and the Wild Brooks

A moderate walk which combines the wide views of the South Downs with
the water meadows of the River Arun and historic Amberley. The walk is
generally easy but finishes with one long ascent

Essential Facts
= Route distance: 15.4 km (9.6 miles)
= Approximate time: 4 hours 15 mins
= Approx. total ascent: 260 meters
= Start point Grid Ref: TQ 001 109
= GPS Ref: TQ 00195 10901
= Recommended O.S. Map: Explorer 121
= Toughness Rating Sussex 2

Please see the notes on Toughness Ratings at the end of this report
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THE ROUTE

As with our Bignor Hill walk, this one starts in the large car park at
Whiteways roundabout on the A29, about 2.5 km south of Bury
village. There is a cafe, Hikers, which is very popular with both

hikers and bikers.

Walk from the back of the car park, in the direction away from the
main road, S, through the gate along the track into the woods. After
only 200 metres, turn right into a narrow signed footpath. Then in
another 100 metres turn left and then right along the field edge.
Walk for a further 850 metres before joining the South Downs Way
(SDW) at A. Turn right and follow SDW to the busy A29. Turn right
for 50 metres and then taking great care turn left, crossing the main
road, and go downhill onto the SDW. After 600 metres most of the
rest of the walk can be seen over the valley. Cross a minor road
keeping on the SDW round fields until the modern white footbridge

over the Arun. Go left over the bridge and immediately left again
onto the raised bank. Follow the river for 1.3 km until you come to St. Leonards Church
the remnants of the ferry that used to go to Bury Church at B.

At the signpost, turn right and go across the squelchy water
meadow heading straight for a gate in the middle of the field.
Always head towards the flag pole of Amberley Castle. Once
through the gate, head for a gap in the hedge, and then for the next
gate into an enclosed footpath which comes to a level crossing over
the railway line. Take great care crossing the railway, the enclosed
path then comes out beneath the massive walls of Amberley Castle.

Walk on passed St. Michaels church and the beautiful thatched
houses of historic Amberley. At the T-junction, turn left for 100
metres arriving at the Black Horse Inn at C.

From the pub turn left back the way you came, straight on past the
local school, across the B2139 and up Mill Lane. As the lane climbs
uphill, there are views to the manicured lawns of Amberley Castle
Hotel. The junction of lanes at the top of the hill is D. Turning right
and dropping downhill onto the lane, you are back on the SDW for a

short period. After 200 metres the massive chalk quarry that is now
the Amberley Working Museum can be seen on the left. Keep on Amberley Village
downhill to the B2139. Take care crossing the road onto the

pavement opposite and turn left. Keep on the pavement on the right

of the road, past the station and the museum entrance on the left

and under the railway bridge to the old Toll House.

Continue on to the old road bridge over the River Arun, and halfway
across, turn left and then right over a stile back onto the river bank.
Follow the path for 500 metres to a small sluice gate at E. Turn left
into the woods and follow a narrow winding footpath that comes out
onto a small lane. Turn right, walk up the hill, left at the telephone
box and then immediately right onto a footpath. Continue over two
stiles and then down across a field to another stile into the woods.
Follow a winding narrow path through the woods before re-
emerging on the river bank. Turn right over the river and up the
stony track. You will pass the churchyard. of St. Leonard’s, South
Stoke. Keep on uphill onto a tarmac lane at F.

Take the Public Bridleway to the right between two big stone walls
and behind a fine old barn. Turn left before a modern barn and
follow the bridleway along the first field, then keeping right into the
woods. The bridleway runs for about 2.5 km with the River Arun to
the right. At the sight of houses ahead ignore a path to the right and
go straight to G before going through a gate and up a steep lane to
join the B2139.



Turn left and cross the road to the George and Dragon. Just past
the pub, the road bears left and a private track goes straight on.
Between them, the Monarchs Way path enters the woods, rises all
the time, crosses over the driveway of a smart house and comes
out onto the hillside with superb views back over the Arun Valley.
After 300 metres, the path goes back into the woods and continues
steadily rising before finally crossing a field to the busy A29. Take
great care crossing straight over and immediately take a small path
that goes into the woods on the left and winds down to the car park
and the start of the walk at S.

Refreshment

The Black Horse The Boat House Brasserie
Public House Restaurant
High Street, Amberley Houghton Bridge, Amberley
Tel: 01798 831552 Station
Cask ales, bar meals, Tel: 01798 831059
restaurant and garden Terrace overlooking river,

fish served
The Bridge Inn The George & Dragon
Public house Public House
Houghton Bridge, Houghton The Black Horse Inn
Amberley Station Tel: 01798 831559
Tel: 01798 831619 Bar meals, restaurant and
Bar meals, restaurant and garden
garden

LOCAL INFO

Amberley Working Museum is of the best museums dedicated to
our industrial heritage, the Amberley Working Museum is set in 36
acres of disused quarry workings. The chalk pits finally closed in
1960 along with their kilns for burning lime. There are many
reminders of that long tradition and the open air museum has a
wide range of transport exhibits including several rides. In addition
there are several local crafts people that are working from inside the
museum. The entrance and car park are right by Amberley Station.

The Camberley Wild Brooks - Until the 1960’s, the tidal River Arun
used to flood the meadowland regularly. Since then, the river banks
have been raised and the marshland has been criss crossed by
drainage ditches allowing grazing of animals. However, it remains a
very special habitat and areas have been designated a Site of
Special Scientific Interest with Bewick Swans, Red Damselfly and
marshland plants. The area is known as the Fens of Sussex,



AMBERLEY AND THE WILD BROOKS
G.P.S. WAYPOINTS

WAYPOINT MAP CO-ORDINATES ELEVATION:
NAME REF Metres
AMB S S TQ 00195 10901 110
AMB A A TQ 00094 11998 139
AMB B B TQ 01817 12994 3
AMB C C TQ 03201 13193 4
AMB D D TQ 03325 12555 46
AMB E E TQ 02165 11339 2
AMB F F TQ 02568 09937 8
AMB G G TQ 01906 11337 5







