Bignor Hill and The Slindon Estate

A long and rewarding stride over the Downs, up to Bignor Hill and along
Roman Stane Street. Then to the National Trust estate of Slindon

Essential Facts
= Route distance: 19.8 km (12.4 miles)
= Approximate time: 5 hours
= Optional shorter route: 14.6 km (9.1 miles)
= Approx. total ascent: 240 metres
= Start point Grid Ref: TQ 001 109
=  GPS Ref: TQ 00195 10901
= Recommended O.S. Map: Explorer 121
= Toughness Rating: Sussex 4

Please see the notes on Toughness Ratings at the end of this report
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THE ROUTE

The start of the walk is the large car park at Whiteways roundabout
on the A29 north of Arundel.

From opposite the car park gate, S, to the north of Hikers Café, take
the signed track leading directly into the woods. After 200 metres
take the first footpath to the right, with a Monarch’s Way marker, up
to the edge of a field. Turn left then right and follow the edge of the
field up to the junction with the South Downs Way (SDW) at A, and
turn left onto the broad track.

Follow the SDW over the hill and down the dip to barns. Turn left at
the crossroads of paths and follow the main track uphill, bend sharp
right and up to the summit of Bignor Hill. The views, on a clear day,
are superb. Then go down to the grass car park. At the signpost, go
in the direction of Noviomagnus (the Roman name for Chichester}.
Take the right-hand of the two grass paths. After 300 metres go
through a gap in a grass embankment, immediately left onto the
embankment and down to the stile at B.

The route goes over the stile and then follows the Roman Road
across grass fields, running straight for 2.2 km until reaching a
major junction of tracks in the forest with a bench and signpost at C.

From C the shorter route goes left, taking the left-hand of the two
signed public bridleways (the blue posts). Go straight on for 1.4 km,
over a crossing bridleway and into the woods. This track can get
quite muddy. After 600 metres turn right, then after 150 metres turn
left to the junction at F, rejoining the main route by turning left.

The main route from C continues along the Roman Road for
another 1.6 km through Eartham Wood, to the road. Then turn left,
keeping to the verge on the right, along the lane to the George Inn
in Eartham.

Turn left opposite the pub and when the roads bends right go
straight on downhill on the footpath. Go ahead uphill through the
row of trees then turn left and right along the field edge, coming to
the stile at D.

Turn right, along the track for 300 metres, then take the footpath on
the left between two fields. Turn right and bend left on the track to a
barn at E. If there is time, and you have the energy left, there is a
quick detour involving a climb of 45 metres in height up the path to
the left, up to the folly on Nore Hill which has superb views.
Otherwise continue on the track, turn right at the farm lane and
almost immediately take the small path up to the left through the
woods. Then come out onto the road in Slindon.

Go left for a few metres and then follow the road ahead, with
Slindon College on the right. At the small village green bear left and
then turn left up Mill Lane. At the right-hand bend go straight on up
the bridleway, and after 600 metres bear right going straight on
across the field, coming to the junction at F.

From F, both main and shorter routes continue straight on between
the fields up over the hill for 1.7 km. Then go through the gate into
the woods, after 100 metres turn right, into the field and go right,
before turning left into the woods at G.

Go downhill through the woods, keep straight on at a crossing of
bridleways, initially with woods on the right then across a field and
the path enters the woods.

Waiting By The Stile

Cottages At Slindon

Hikers Cafe




After 500 metres the track bends left and comes to the junction, H,
turning right, onto a broad grass path. Follow this “ Monarch Way” all
the way back to the start. The main track forks left, then goes downhill
and in the dip go straight across, bear right and then follow the main
track back to the car park, S.

Refreshment

Hikers

Cafe

Whiteways roundabout at
A29 - A284 junction

Tea, coffee, hot and cold
snacks

The Squire and Horse Inn
Public House
A29 Near Bury Village

The George Inn

Public House

Eartham

Tel: 01243 814340
Real ales, restaurant
and bar snacks, garden

The George and
Dragon
Public House

The George and Dragon
Houghton

Tel: 01798 831343 Houghton

Pub with meals & snacks Tel: 01798 831559
Inn with historical
Connections

LOCAL INFO

King Charles Il is reputed to have lodged at many, many places in
England during his Civil War travails. Some claims of Royal

connection are decidedly tenuous. The George and Dragon Inn, at
the village of Houghton near our start point, is more specific. A
plague outside this lovely building proudly proclaims that King
Charles Il took ale here on Tuesday, October 14", 1651 on his flight
into exile after the Battle of Worcester. Oh well, there’s nothing like

An Historical Footnote

stopping off for a pint after you’ve had a bad day.

Stane Street, or “stone street” was built by the Romans in AD70 as
one of their key highways radiating from London. The road went for
59 miles to Noviomagnus or Chichester. If the A29 was used from
Dorking to get to the start of the walk, then many sections of Stane
Street would have been covered.

Slindon Estate covers sweeping chalk downland and dried-up river
valleys. It comprises a huge area; 3,600 acres of woodland,

farmland plus much of the village of Slindon. It was bequeathed to
the Trust in 1948 by Mr. F. Wootton-Isaacson. The ancient
woodland was severely damaged in the storms of 1987 but is now
recovering and there are delightful bluebell woods flowering in the
Spring.

The Old Post Office
Slindon



BIGNOR HILL AND THE SLINDON ESTATE

G.P.S. WAYPOINTS

WAYPOINT MAP CO-ORDINATES ELEVATION:
NAME REF Metres
SEF S S TQ 00195 10901 112
SEF A A TQ 00085 11970 145
SEF B B SU 96745 12659 197
SEF C C SU 95174 11440 113
SEF D D SU 94905 09481 82
SEF E E SU 95329 09108 65
SEF F F SU 96738 10128 79
SEF G G SU 97192 11708 152
SEF H H SU 98718 11563 125







