The Devil’s Dyke and Fulking Escarpment

Enjoy the magnificent panorama of the Devils Dyke on this fairly
strenuous walk. The route drops down to two lovely Sussex villages,
crosses farmland and climaxes with a stiff ascent of the Devil’s Dyke

Essential Facts
= Route distance: 9.4 km (5.9 miles)
= Approximate time: 3 hours
= Approx. total ascent: 190 metres
= Start point Grid Ref: TQ 258 110
= GPS Ref: TQ 25844 11093
= Recommended O.S. Map: Explorer 122
= Toughness Rating Sussex 3

Please see the notes on Toughness Ratings at the end of this report
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THE ROUTE

The start of this walk is the car park high on the South Downs at the
Devil’s Dyke, just beyond the pub of the same name, well signed
from the A27 north of Brighton.

Go to the viewpoint, S, and turn left. Walk initially next to the car
park road, with the Devils Dyke Inn to your left. Bear right, as the
footpath heads to a gate through which you pass and then follow
the rim of the hillside. In front are two gates into the National Trust
area, the Fulking Escarpment. Go through the right hand of the two
gates and keep left. Do not go down the hill. Keep a clump of trees
on the right and join a chalky track which drops down to A.

Take the deep gulley on the right that goes downhill (there are
better views up on the rim to the left of the gulley) and at a crossing
of paths turn sharp left and continue downhill. As the path comes to
the woods, fork right, down some steps, over a stile and at a track
turn left, coming out at the Shepherd and Dog Pub in Fulking. Turn
right, uphill and immediately past the fountain memorial turn left.
Over a stile, fork left across the field, over another stile to the corner
of the field and go left on a track to B at the corner.

At the corner take the path across the field that goes to the right
(this can be muddy) and then turn right, onto the tarmac farm lane.
Go passed Perching Sands Farm Cottage and in 100 metres take
the footpath to the right, bearing left across the field. Go through the
gate and then keep right along the edge of the next field.Go over a
stile keeping the stream on your right, straight on through the lightly
wooded area, coming out to the lane at C.

Turn right, along the lane for 200 metres and then go left over a stile
into the field and along its edge with the hedge on you left. Keep
straight on through several fields until Mill Lane is reached at D.
Follow Mill Lane out to the busier road, turn right and after 100
metres take a small path down to the right, in the open area take the
right-hand concrete path up the hill to E, and the Royal Oak pub in
Poynings.

Turn left, keeping on the footpath on the left and at the church turn
right. As the road goes round to the left take the first of two Public
Bridleways. Go downhill and over a stream, up the track and in 50
metres turn left steeply uphill to a stile. Continue on with the
hedgerow on your left and join a tarmac drive, continue up the hill to
a gate at the main road. Turn right for 100 metres and then join the
South Downs Way going right through a gate and then uphill
bending to the right before coming to iron railings at F.

Keep straight ahead on the SDW as it climbs slowly for just over 1
km to a gate where the path crosses a road. Here there is a choice.
You could turn right, out onto the road verge and walk up the hill
back to the start. A more attractive alternative is to turn right just
before the gate and very quickly a superb view down the full length
of the Devil’s Dyke opens up. Walk round the head of the valley
going to the right and drop down to a gate. Go through the gate and
aim for the right-hand edge of the clump of trees. Go along the edge
of the trees and then left to the car park at S. Enjoy well earned
refreshment at the Devil’'s Dyke Inn.

Devil’s Dyke Viewpoint

The Royal Oak & Zion Chapel

A Sussex Hillside




Refreshment

The Shepherd and Dog The Devils Dyke Inn
Historic Inn Large Pub at the walk
The Street, Fulking start

Tel: 01273 857382 Dyke Road, Poynings
Restaurant and bar meals, Tel: 01273 857256
cask ales, garden Bars, restaurant,

outdoor terraces
The Royal Oak
Public House
The Street, Poynings
Tel: 01273 857389
Bar snacks and meals,
real ales, garden

LOCAL INFO

The Devil’s Dyke is first and foremost a superb example of a deep
dried up river valley.It features a wide range of chalkland flowers,
grasses and butterflies. It is also a high point on the South Downs,
offering superb views along towards Ditchling Beacon to the east
and Chanctonbury Ring to the west. There is an excellent viewpoint
by the main car park, with a very informative set of three panels
illustrating what there is to see.

There have been many legends and myths as to how the dyke was
formed, with the most graphic being the Devil’s desire to use the
dyke to flood the Wealden churches.

In Victorian times it became a major tourist attraction with a steam
train coming up from Brighton and a cable car crossing the dyke.
There is little evidence of this period left, just a small piece of the
platform. Nowadays, the Devil's Dyke remains a major attraction as
a stopping off point on the South Downs Way but also the strong
updrafts of air make it a great place for flying a kite and on some
days hang-gliders can be seen soaring on the air currents.

DEVILS DYKE AND FULKING
ESCARPMENT
G.P.S. WAYPOINTS

WAYPOINT MAP CO-ORDINATES ELEVATION:
NAME REF Metres
DEV S S TQ 25844 11093 215
DEV A A TQ 24639 10943 162
DEV B B TQ 24546 11691 33
DEV C C TQ 25062 12595 33
DEV D D TQ 25879 12348 47
DEV E E TQ 26214 12015 65

The Devil’s Dyke Inn







