Ditchling Beacon
and The Jack & Jill Windmills

A sometimes strenuous walk on part of the South Downs Way to Ditchling
Beacon. Superb views and the archetypal Sussex village of Ditchling

Essential Facts
= Route distance: 12.0 km (7.5 miles)
= Approximate time: 4 hours
= Optional extension 5.2 km (3.3 miles)
= Approx. total ascent: 290 metres
= Start point Grid Ref: TQ 302 133
= GPS Ref: TQ 30269 13361
= Recommended O.S. Map: Explorer 122
= Toughness Rating: Sussex 4

Please see the notes on Toughness Ratings at the end of this report
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THE ROUTE

This bracing walk starts at the car park, S, by the Jack and Jill
windmills, set high on the South Downs above Clayton. The village
and windmills are signed from the A23, north of Brighton.

Take the track up the hill from the car park, leaving the windmills to
your left and ignoring the driveway on your left. Soon fork left onto
the South Downs Way (SDW), continuing uphill. Follow the SDW
eastwards along the ridge for the next 2.5 km, taking a small detour
up to the right to the triangulation point on Ditchling Beacon itself, at
A. Continue east through the car park and take care crossing the
road. The SDW goes through the gate and continues for another
600 metres to B.

Here is your opportunity to shorten the walk. The shorter route turns
left at the signpost and goes downhill into a gully or “Bostall”, going
first to the right and then turning sharp left downhill and through a
gate and eventually round to the right. The bridleway finally comes
out at the road junction in Westmeston. Go straight across, then
take the footpath alongside, but higher than the road. Cross a
tarmac drive and through a gate. Follow the footpath bearing left
across several fields, diagonally across a road of houses coming
eventually to the B2116. Turn left for 200 metres, then turn right into
East End Lane passing many attractive cottages to F.

Turn left where the longer route re-joins, crossing over the lane.

The full route continues along the SDW for another 1.2 km before
crossing a tarmac lane and after a further 300 metres arrives at C.
Take the track downhill to the left, straight on, coming out on the
B2116. Take care and turn left to the Half Moon pub. Just passed
the pub take the footpath into the woods on the right and across a
field to D.

Turn right onto the driveway of Plumpton Agricultural College.

The path stays initially on the tarmac, with the main college
buildings to the left, keep straight on with the path eventually
becoming a track. Keep straight on across several fields for nearly 2
km to E, and turn left in the farmyard. (For a quick detour, the
charming Plumpton Race Course is just 200 metres to the right)

Take the bridleway for 1.3 km before coming to the lane in Streat.
Turn left, then at the telephone box outside the stunning Streat
Place go right and follow the track round the church. After the
houses, take the footpath to the left through a gate and down to the
crossing paths at Hayleigh Farm. Go straight over onto the
bridleway and after 1.1 km cross over the road and up the steps on
the path towards Ditchling. (200 metres to the right is the entrance
to Stoneywish Nature reserve) Keep straight on for another 1 km to
F, as the path crosses East End Lane by some lovely cottages.

Go over the lane, past several gardens and come out to the busy
B2116. Then turn right to the crossroads in the centre of Ditchling.
The route turns left down South Street but before going down there
it is worth exploring the village. Keep straight on along West Street,
past the tearooms, the White Horse Pub and to the right is the old
church and Ditchling Museum.

Go down South Street and as the B2112 bends right, a small path
goes straight on between the two roads. It comes into a housing
estate at a small roundabout. Turn right between houses signed to
“The Downs” then go left with back gardens to the left.

The path then winds along the hedgerows, through a farmyard, on a
track through the woods and over two stiles before reaching the
road. Turn right, along the lane for 200 metres and then left onto the
bridleway signed towards Patcham.
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Itis then a long and steady climb up Burnhouse Bostall to regain the
top through a gate to G on the SDW. Turn right and follow the SDW

back to the car park at S. For the last section the two windmills will
come into view.

Refreshment
The Half Moon Inn Chestertons Deli
Public House Bakery and Coffee
Ditchling Road, Plumpton Shop
Tel: 01273 890253 High Street, Ditchling
Bar meals, large garden Bread, sandwiches,

cakes, coffee and tea
The White Horse The Plough
Public House Public House
16 West Street, Ditchling Off the A23, Near
Tel: 01273 842006 Pyecombe
Real ales, restaurant, bar Tel: 01273 842796
food, walled beer garden Country pub with meals
LOCAL INFO

Ditchling Beacon, at 248 metres above sea level, is the third
highest point on the South Downs. The Beacon is the site of an
iron-age hill fort and offers superb views. However, as it is just by a
road it can be busy on summer weekends. The Beacon was one of
the sites where a bonfire was built to act as a part of a telegraph
system to warn London of the arrival of the Spanish Armada. There
is also a Nature Reserve highlighting the orchids that grow on the
warm south facing slopes of the Downs. 500 metres to the west of
the beacon, on the South Downs Way, is a fine example of a dew
pond that the walk passes.

Jack and Jill windmills high above the village of Clayton can be
seen for miles around. The South Downs used to have many
examples of these fine structures, but most have gone. These two
are in superb condition after painstaking restoration. Jack is a black
brick tower mill built in 1876 and is privately owned. Jill is a white
timbered post mill built in Brighton in 1821 but moved to this site
later. Jill is owned by a trust and can be visited occasionally in the
summer. Jill still produces flour.

DITCHLING BEACON
G.P.S. WAYPOINTS

WAYPOINT MAP CO-ORDINATES ELEVATION:
NAME REF Metres
DBN S S TQ 30269 13361 170
DBN A A TQ 33165 13070 249
DBN B B TQ 33916 12794 209
DBN C C TQ 35597 12709 207
DBN D D TQ 35968 13377 72
DBN E E TQ 36065 15343 52
DBN F F TQ 32985 15150 58

DBN G G TQ 31628 12934 233
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