Firle Beacon from Alfriston

Explore two delightful ancient Sussex villages on this moderate walk.
Take in fine views of the fabulous surrounding countryside

Essential Facts
= Route distance: 14.5 km (9.1 miles)
= Approximate time: 4 hours
= Approx. total ascent: 220 metres
= Start point Grid Ref: TQ 517 038
= GPS Ref: TQ 51721 03818
= Recommended O.S. Map: TQ 51721 03818
= Toughness Rating Sussex 2

Please see the notes on Toughness Ratings at the end of this report
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THE ROUTE

This walk sets out from the quintessential Sussex village of
Alfriston, off the A27 west of Eastbourne. On reaching Alfriston use
the car park as you enter the village from the A27.

From the car park turn left and head into the village centre. On
reaching Waterloo Square, with the market cross, turn right and the
Ye Olde Smugglers Inn (it also has a sign ‘Market Inn’) will be facing
you. Continue on to the pub and turn right into West Street. Now
follow this quiet lane all the way up, until you reach a waymark for
Firle (4 miles) at S.

Keep ahead on a wide gravel track (Comp Lane), enjoying fine
views of rolling countryside. Please note this right of way has
access for motorised vehicles. On reaching a road with Bo-Peep
Farmhouse on your left continue on to a waymark on the left hand
side at A. This point is the beginning of the optional shorter route.

For the shorter route now follow the sign uphill through woods to a
gate. Go through and take the sunken, orchid lined (in early
summer) path to a gate and then a waymark at D. This now follows
the main route.

On the main route, from point A, keep ahead and on meeting
cottages pass them on the left and continue on to waymark at B.
Turn right here and follow the track to a gate opposite a lovely
cottage. Go through here into the Firle Estate and follow the
waymarks to a direction post indicating Firle House or Firle church.
Feel free to visit the house but please return to the post and take
the direction for the church to a gate. Go through onto a pleasant
lane and on reaching the Post Office turn right and keep ahead if
you wish to visit the Ram Inn. | can recommend it!

Now return to the Post Office bearing right past the war memorial
onto a wide track. Follow a bridleway sign to a waymark at C. Turn
right here and ascend steadily to a ridge keeping ahead to a gate.
You are now on the South Downs Way, and will soon reach the
summit at Firle Beacon - affording 360 degree views of superb
Sussex countryside.

Continue on to the waymark at D and on through a car park. On
reaching a path fork, keep ahead to a waymark for the South Downs
Way and continue on to a gate at E. Go through and follow the
fence to a metal gate and waymark. Cross here and continue on
down to a road (Kings Ride) which leads you back into Alfriston
High Street and thence to the car park.

Firle Place

Looking From The Downs




George Inn

Inn

High Street, Alfriston
Tel: 01323 870319
Food served, rooms
available

Ye Olde Smugglers Inn
Public House

Waterloo Square, Alfriston
Tel: 01323 870241

Food served, outside
seating

Badgers Tea House
Tea Rooms

13 North Street, Alfriston
Tel: 01323 871336
Varied menu

Refreshment

Chestnuts Tea Rooms
Tea Rooms

8 High Street, Alfriston
Tel: 01323 870298
Varied menu

The Star Inn

Public House

High Street, Alfriston
Tel: 01323 870495
Food served, rooms
available

The Ram Inn

Public House

The Street, Firle

Tel: 01273 858222
Food served, outside
seating

Ye Olde Smugglers Inn

LOCAL INFO
Gangs, figureheads and heavy lorries

A popular market town, Alfriston boasts the only market cross left in

East Sussex. Having been the target for lorries more than once, it still
proudly stands in the small square. Steeped in history, the Inns of the The George Inn
village tell many a tale of monks and violent gangs, notably the Alfriston

gang led by Stanton Collins who used the Market Cross Inn as their

base. A few metres away is the delightful Star Inn guarded by a large

red lion, originally a figurehead from a 17" century Dutch ship.

Dominating the village green is the 14" century church grandly known
as the Cathedral of the Downs due to its imposing size. Close-by is the
Clergy House. The first property purchased by the National Trust, it was
built in 1350 as a residence for priests.

Tourists flock to Alfriston during the day and it is a great place to
explore. But if you wait until evening the mood changes and the village
travels back again in time.

Firle is a small and very pretty ‘English’ village, home to many
carnivals, fairs and horse shows. Village life centres around the
Ram Inn which began as a Court House and coaching inn. In fact
you can still see the Court Room and the cells now hold beer and
wine instead of criminals.

Taking centre stage at Firle is the imposing Firle Place. For over
half a millennium it has been the home of the Gage family and is
open at various times of the year for visitors. Over looking Firle
Estate, it is a lovely spot for lunch and a ‘nose’ around.

No village would be complete without its church and Firle is no
exception. St Peters has a beautiful stained glass window by John
Piper showing Blake’s Tree of Life. A beautiful modern work of art
and worth the effort to see.



FIRLE BEACON FROM ALFRISTON
G.P.S. WAYPOINTS

WAYPOINT MAP CO-ORDINATES ELEVATION:
NAME REF Metres
AFC S S TQ 51721 03818 39
AFC A A TQ 49198 06197 60
AFC B B TQ 47698 06852 34
AFC C C TQ 47508 06786 54
AFC D D TQ 49061 05413 199
AFC E E TQ 50160 04272 170







