
         

Steyning and Bramber Castle

  

An easier exploration of the ruins of the Norman Motte and Bailey Bramber 
Castle, and the tranquil water meadows on the banks of the River Adur      

 

Essential Facts 

  

Route distance: 11.1 km (6.9 miles) 

 

Approximate time: 3 hours 

 

Optional shorter route: 6.5 km (4.1 miles) 

  

Approx. total ascent: 55 metres 

 

Start point Grid Ref: TQ 188 106 

 

GPS Ref: TQ 18816 10621 

 

Recommended O.S. Map: 122 

  

Toughness Rating Sussex 2 

  

    Please see the notes on Toughness Ratings at the end of this report

        



 
THE ROUTE 

     

Bramber Castle 
Ruins           

  

The Village Pump  

The start of this walk is in the centre of Bramber village. Turn off the 
A283 at the roundabout towards Bramber Castle and drive down the 
attractive main street to the car park and toilets, S, opposite the 
Castle Inn Hotel.  

Turn left out of the car park, passing historic St. Mary s House on 
the right, and after another 100 metres turn right into a driveway. Go 
through the gate on the left as the drive bends right and immediately 
turn right. Follow the path round to the right and at the end of the 
bungalows turn left across the meadows heading directly to A, just 
before the path goes out to the road. At this point turn left back 
across the meadow, heading towards an isolated tree and then on 
up onto the river bank. Turn left on the riverbank and walk along to 
Beeding Bridge going right across the bridge. At The Bridge Inn go 
left into a road opposite, then take the path on the left up on the 
raised river bank, through a gate and into Salting Field.  

Follow the river round a long left-hand bend and as it then goes 
right, B, is reached at a bridge over the river. The shorter route goes 
left over the bridge, straight on across the field to the houses. At the 
road turn right along Kings Barn Lane, past the water-works on the 
left and just before the bridge over the disused railway line turn left 
onto a footpath where the longer route joins at D.  

From B, the longer route has a choice here as well. There are public 
footpaths running north from this point on either side of the river for 
3.km up to Stretham Bridge and C. The path on the right-hand bank 
is more overgrown and after heavy rain could be a little boggy. The 
path across the bridge, and then keeping to the left-hand bank, is 
much broader and drier.  

At the Stretham Bridge turn left along the disused railway line and 
after 600 metres take the farm track to the right across the fields for 
another 600 metres before turning left and downhill past  Wyckham 
Farm.  Follow the farm track round to the right and on for another 
1.1 km, where it goes over the disused railway line and then  take 
the second path right at D.  Aim for the pylon, then downhill over a 
wooden bridge and keep the water works on the left to the lane at E  

Go straight over the lane then bear right and follow the footpath, 
coming eventually to steps up to the busy main road. Take care and 
go straight across the A283 to the footpath directly opposite. Follow 
the footpath through the housing estate, crossing 2 roads, bear right 
and then at the church go left out to the road. Turn right along the 
road with St. Andrew s church on the right, follow the road round to 
the left, past signs to the museum, keep straight on into the centre 
of Steyning and at the junction with the Steyning Tea Rooms on the 
right, turn left down the hill on the main road.  

Pass  the Springwells Hotel and after 100 metres fork left uphill. At 
the end of College Road turn right and after another 100 metres turn 
left into a gravel path out to the park. Keep the lake well over to the 
left and aim for the corner with a hedge and the road, go up the 
steps to the road at F. Turn left along the road to the roundabout.  

Go left round the roundabout and take the lane signed uphill to 
Bramber Castle. Go through the car park and then left uphill to view 
the ruined castle, which is a great place for a picnic. Go back 
downhill keeping the churchyard on the left, past the lynch-gate and 
down to the road. Turn left into the beautifully kept main street of 
Bramber, back to the car park at S, opposite the Castle Inn.

     



  
Refreshment 

 
The Castle Inn Hotel 
Public House 
The Street, Bramber 
Tel: 01903 812102 
Real ales, meals and bar 
snacks, small beer garden 

 
The Bridge Inn  
Public House  
High Street, Upper Beeding

  

Tel: 01903 812773  
Meals and bar food, and a 
patio on the banks of the River 
Adur 

   

The White Horse 
Public House and Restaurant 
23 High Street, Steyning 
Tel: 01903 812347 
Real ales, wide range of 
cuisine, outside patios 

  
The Springwells Hotel 
Country House Hotel 
9 High Street, Steyning 
Tel: 01903 812446 
Accommodation, 
afternoon teas:  

 
The Steyning Tea Rooms 
Tea Rooms 
32 high Street, Steyning  
Tel: 01903 810064 
Afternoon tea, light 
meals, small garden  

         

The Castle Inn             

  

The River Adur 
at Breeding 

LOCAL INFO  

  

Bramber is a beautifully preserved village with one long street, 
leading from the castle at one end to the Upper Beeding bridge over 
the Adur at the other end.  Bramber Castle was originally built just 
after the Norman Conquest by the de Braose family, but was almost 
completely destroyed by the Roundheads in the Civil War. All that 
remains to be seen is one of the gateways but there is also 
evidence of the motte and walls. Originally, the church of St. 
Nicholas was built into the walls. It has Norman elements but was 
damaged in the Civil War.  

Going down the high street, is the beautifully preserved 15th century 
timber framed house of St.Marys. The historic house and its 
gardens are well worth visiting  

Steyning is a charming small town, situated below the South 
Downs with many lovely timber-framed houses. It has experienced 
a varied history, having been a port until the 14th century when the 
sea receded. There is a good local museum tracking its history. The 
church of St. Andrews is from the 12th century. Opposite the church 
is a striking modern sculpture of St. Cuthman the Builder, one of the 
four saints of Sussex. It is not known whether St Cuthman s first 
name was Bob. 

   



  
STEYNING AND BRAMBER CASTLE 

G.P.S. WAYPOINTS 

 
WAYPOINT 

NAME 

 
MAP 
REF 

 
CO-ORDINATES ELEVATION: 

Metres 

BRA S S TQ 18816 10621 3 
BRA A A TQ 19002 10183 2 
BRA B B TQ 18962 11272 3 

 

BRA C C TQ 19966 13620 4 
BRA D D TQ 18434 12178 12 
BRA E E TQ 18310 11695 6 

 

BRA F F TQ 18118 10613 

 

8 

                              




