Winchelsea and Brede Level

Visit the smallest town in England. Enjoy a lovely riverside walk, or take
The Long and Winding Road to Paul McCartney's windmill studio?

Essential Facts
= Route distance: 10.5 km (6.6 miles)
=  Approximate time: 3 hours 30 mins
= Optional shorter route: 7.3 km (4.6 miles)
= Approx. total ascent: 130 metres
= Start point Grid Ref: TQ 904 174
= GPS Ref: TQ 90430 17405
= Recommended O.S. Map: Explorer 124
= Toughness Rating Sussex 2

Please see the notes on Toughness Ratings at the end of this report
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THE ROUTE

Today’s walk sets out from Winchelsea, which usually has plenty of
road parking. But try to park near the New Inn opposite the church.

Starting at the village sign opposite the New Inn, S, cross the road
and immediately turn left, passing the pub to your left. Very soon
you reach a T-junction with the main road. Turn right, crossing the
road after about 100 metres to a narrow lane with a 1066 Country
Walk waymark, A. Follow this lane to a stile, keeping ahead past a
Trig Point and down to another stile. Stop here to admire fantastic
countryside views from the remains of an old windmill. Cross the
stile bearing right down a sunken path to a gate. At another
waymark turn left across a field to gate, B.

The Gentle Countryside

Continue to another gate then across a field until joining the bank of
the River Brede. Exit via a stile and follow the riverside track to a
stile into railway property. Cross the line with care, and exit over a
stile and keep ahead to a waymark by the bridge at C.

For the optional shorter route, after leaving railway property, keep
left along a fence to a small bridge and metal gate. Take the stile
back over to the railway line, cross it with care, and take the next
stile into a field. Keep ahead across stiles until reaching a small hill.
Take the feint path upwards to the Queens Head pub. Proceed
through the car park on the right to 1066 CW waymark, F. Now join
the main walk route.

For the full walk, from the bridge at C, keeping the delightful river
Brede with its swans and (sometimes) singing frogs on your right,
following it to stile, D, with a bridge in front, Climb the stile and
follow the path across field to a railway crossing. Keeping ahead,
the track winds upwards with great views of Brede Level, soon
reaching farm buildings. Turn left by a 1066 CW waymark and
continue along a drive to another waymark at E.

Now turn left, following the road round to the right and to a footpath
sign. Keep ahead and at a waymark turn left continuing to a stile at

the hill bottom. Cross and take the first stile on the left. Continue Wig‘:hf'sfez Town
ahead with a hedge on your right passing a waymark to a stile in oatorArms
front.

Cross this stile then ascend on a feint path slightly to the right. At
the top, with a hedge to your left continue to a stile. Turn left
following signs for the 1066 Country Walk to waymark F, outside the
Queens Head. Turning right, continue to the main road crossing into
Workhouse Lane and keeping ahead. Just past the village hall
follow the 1066 CW sign past the church. On reaching a tarmac
lane continue past Manor Farm Oast to a waymark on the right
pointing left. Go through a metal gate marked 1066 CW following
path through the orchard to a gate at G.

We now follow the 1066 Country Walk through various fields and
across stiles, generally bearing round to the left, back towards
Winchelsea. From G, exit onto a lane, turning left. After a few
metres cross a stile into a field and climb past the windmill said to
have been used as a recording studio by Paul McCartney. Keep
ahead and exit via a stile onto the road. Turn left and continue to
stile in front of you. Cross keeping ahead to another stile. Linger
here for a while to appreciate the lovely panorama of Pett Level to
Winchelsea Beach.

Now keep the hedge to your left before crossing diagonally to a gate
and sign. Turn right onto the road and take the stile a few metres on
the left.



Keep ahead to another stile, thence to the stile at H, beside
Wickham Manor. Cross this and make for a stile at the field bottom.
Now follow the 1066 Country Walk sign for Rye to a stile on the
opposite side of the field. Cross the two stiles into another field,
turning left, making for a hole in a wall. Turn right here and return to
explore the charming streets and cottages of Winchelsea, before
returning to your start at S.

Refreshment
The New Inn The Queens Head
Public House Public House
German Street, Parsonage Lane,
Winchelsea Icklesham
Tel: 01797 226252 Tel: 01424 814552
Lunches and evening Food served

meals, outside tables.
The Robin Hood

The Bridge Inn Public House

Public House Main Road, Icklesham
The Strand, Winchelsea Tel: 01424 814277
Tel: 01797 224302 Food served

Food served

The Quuens Head

LOCAL INFO

Winchelsea is reputed to be England’s smallest town. With its beautiful
cottage lined streets it takes you to a bygone age. Originally sited
between Rye Harbour and Winchelsea Beach, Old Winchelsea was
plagued with storms during the 13" century and so upped and moved to
its present day position.

Dominated by the centrally positioned St Thomas’s Church, the village
was reconstructed to withstand French invasion. This was achieved by
laying out the town in a grid pattern believed to be a precursor to
modern day planning. Once a major port, the wine cellars still remain
under the town and can be visited at certain times of the year.

Icklesham can be traced back to 772 A.D. after being named in a The Windmill Studio
land charter as Icoleshamme. A pleasant Sussex town situated on Near Icklesham
the A259, there is a lovely windmill which our route passes near

Hog Hill, said to be used as recording studios by Paul McCartney

who has an estate at nearby Peasmarsh.



WINCHELSEA AND BREDE LEVEL
G.P.S. WAYPOINTS

WAYPOINT MAP CO-ORDINATES ELEVATION:
NAME REF Metres
WCC S S TQ 90430 17405 34
WCC A A TQ 90350 17542 33
WCC B B TQ 89903 17746 0
WCC C C TQ 88083 17883 1
WCC D D TQ 86159 17886 2
WCC E E TQ 86237 16858 45
WCC F F TQ 87816 16609 47
WCC G G TQ 88519 16092 48
WCCH H TQ 89802 16407 24







