
       

Otley Chevin Forest Trail

   

A short walk on the slopes of Otley Chevin, affording excellent views  
of Otley and Lower Wharfedale, with a chance of sighting deer     

 

Essential Facts 

  

Route distance: 9.2 km  (5.8 miles)

   

Approximate time: 2 hours 30 mins 

  

Approx. total ascent: 220 metres 

 

Start point Grid Ref: SE 204 440 

 

GPS Ref: SE 20456 44074 

 

Recommended O.S. Map: Explorer 297 

  

Toughness Rating Yorkshire Dales 2 

  

    Please see the notes on Toughness Ratings at the end of this report

        



THE ROUTE 

     

The Ridgeway Track            

  

A Pond in Chevin Forest        

Start at the Beacon House car park, Otley Chevin, S. Leave the Car 
Park and cross the road to a stone stile. Cross over the stile and follow 
the field path down with the fence and wall on your left, avoiding and 
passing the marshy patch on your left to reach a stone stile in the wall 
ahead. Over this stile and now with the wall on your right follow this field 
path to the next stile and reach a lane at A.   

Turn right in the lane, initially surfaced, and follow this lane to a track 
junction. Enjoy the views  of the Leeds-Bradford Airport and across the 
valley to Yeadon and the outskirts of Bradford, B. Turn right on this 
track, passing an isolated farm on your left to reach a road (York Gate) 
after 500 metres at C.  

Now cross and turn left down the road for 150 metres, reaching a 
footpath sign in the wall on the right. Cross stile and gate and cross the 
field to reach the wood opposite. Through the stone stile and enter the 
wood, going straight ahead and following the good path downhill for 
about 200 metres to D. Turn right just before the path drops steeply 
down through a rocky outcrop. Follow this path along through the wood 
eventually reaching open ground on your right with the wood still on 
your left. Keep on this good path, reaching a track junction after 1.2 km, 
E.  

Now turn sharply left down hill and after 200 metres turn right along the 
hill to reach open ground with good views to the left of Otley and 
Almscliff Crag away in the distance. Keep on this good path to reach 
East Chevin Quarry Car Park, F. Cross the road (East Chevin Road) 
and go down the road for 200 metres. Turn right into Danefield Gate 
and re-enter the forest. Follow the forest track for 1.5Km, passing a 
derelict building and three huge rocks before reaching a track junction 
signed Ebor Way

 

at G. Watch for deer grazing in the woods.  

Bear left and follow this track and where it goes right, pass through a 
kissing gate straight ahead. Immediately bear right and up the slight 
slope following this path to another kissing gate at G. Through the gate 
and turn right on a good track signed Dales Way Link . Follow this 
bridleway through to the car park at Shawfield on East Chevin Road, I. 
Just before the Car Park turn right then immediate left behind the car 
park fence following this path down hill and parallel with the road to a 
stile. (Refreshments are available at the Ramblers Café just 200 
metres up the road from the car park).  

Cross the road with care and into a track to the left of Danefield 
House. Follow the track from Danefield House for about a kilometre 
to a gate where the track turns left. Pass between the gate and the 
wall to follow the path up the hill to Surprise View and the finish at 
Beacon House. Good views can be had on this last section, mainly 
of Otley and the lower Wharfedale valley. On good days an ice 
cream van will be at Beacon House car park. The Royalty Public 
House is only 200 metres from the car park, S. 

    

Refreshment 

 

The Royaltist 
Public House 
Yorkgate, Otley Chevin, 
Tel: 01943 461156 
Meals and bar snacks 
available 

 

Ramblers Cafe  
Tea Room  
East Chevin Road, 
Otley 
Tel: 01943 466567 
Meals, Snacks and Tea 

     

The Royalist Pub  

  



LOCAL INFO  

  
Otley Chevin is a local beauty spot with miles of walking, many 
picnic areas and several free car parks. View across the Lower 
Wharfedale Valley to Almscliff Crag. Wild fruits such as raspberries, 
blackberries and bilberries are in abundance is season and 
occasionally sighting of Deer are made in the forest areas. Otley 
holds a market each Friday and Saturday and a Farmers Market in 
the Market Place in the centre of Otley at 9am until 1pm on the last 
Sunday of each month except in December when the market. is 
held on the Sunday before Christmas.  

  

OTLEY CHEVIN FOREST TRAIL 
G.P.S. WAYPOINTS 

 

WAYPOINT 
NAME 

 

MAP 
REF 

 

CO-ORDINATES ELEVATION: 
Metres 

OTL S S SE 20456 44070 260 
OTL A A SE 20385 43552 230 
OTL B B SE 19590 43497 235 

 

OTL C C SE 19620 44015 250 
OTL D D SE 19417 44319 215 
OTL E E SE 20586 44324 227 

 

OTL F F SE 21238 44469 190 
OTL G G SE 22599 44523 185 
OTL H H SE 23020 44308 205 

 

OTL I I SE 21703 44259 220 

                     



  


